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Editorial

Dear Readers,

over the past 30 years SEKEM’s
Vocational Training Centre (VTC)
has evolved into a serious con-
tender in the provision of pro-
fessional training programmes
in the region where SEKEM is
located. It focuses on training
qualified professionals in areas
of the labour market in which
competent experts are urgently
needed. The choice of courses
available to male and female
youngsters in the vicinity range
from carpentry to advanced
computer technology and instal-
lation of photovoltaic systems
(SEKEM Insight reported).

In recent weeks, the SEKEM
Development Foundation (SDF),
which established and runs
the centre, has won financial
support from the Foundation
for Development Cooperation
in Baden-Wiurttemberg (SEZ).
These funds will now be used to
expand and improve the train-
ing for agricultural engineers
the VTC is already offering. In
the future, 4 additional students
per year will be able to com-
plete studies at the institution
and apply their knowledge to
advancing sustainable agricul-
ture in Egypt.
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Opportunities at VTC = Tea Scores Well

VTC Expands Agricultural
Training With German Help

In the coming months SEKEM’s Vocational Training Centre
(VTC) will be expanding its training opportunities for agricultural
technicians with the help of a German foundation.

In Egypt technical agricultural systems and equipment are subject to enormous material stress. Still, they are indispensable

in a country that largely depends on produce cultivated on poor soils. Knowledgeable technicians are urgently needed.

he proper use of modern technol-

ogy can help in the conservation of
the natural resources on which our agri-
culture depends. That agriculture can,
in turn, benefit from advanced technol-
ogies if used properly and not only for
monetary benefit. This is one of the rea-
sons why SEKEM, aside from aiming to
bring employment to as many people as
possible in the Egyptian countryside, is
also spending a lot of time and effort on
the promotion of modern technologies

and is financing related training courses.
A modern kind of agriculture should rest
on both pillars.

Even today, Egypt remains depend-
ent on a large agricultural sector. 42%
of its population live from work in fields
directly related to cultivation. However,
most people employed in these areas
have never received professional train-
ing. The results are not only inefficient
production methods and damage to
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agricultural produce, but also pollution
and waste because of unprofessional
use of technologies. While soil may get
compacted through the (improper) use
of bad equipment, energy consumption
may be excessive, and natural resources
such as water may be wasted.All too
often, modern equipment cannot be
used in agriculture at all as the knowl-
edge necessary for maintenance and
repair is not available.

The financial support of the
German Foundation for Development
Cooperation in Baden-Wirttemberg
(SEZ) has now enabled SEKEM to
improve its existing training programme
for agricultural technicians. The train-
ing branch on Agricultural Engineering
at the Vocational Training Centre (VTC),
which trains young people in one of
the most sought-after work areas in
the country, will also receive a boost
through new and better machinery. The
three-year training programme is offered
through the facility run by the SEKEM
Development  Foundation includes
extensive practical instruction in addi-
tion to theoretical training.

The project will not only improve
the quality of education, but will also
expand existing training capacities. The
improvement of practical training facili-
ties will allow for the qualifying of service
technicians able to construct, main-
tain, and repair agricultural machin-
ery. In addition, opportunities for further
education courses for other groups will
be created, such as technical training
courses directed explicitly at small-hold-
ing farmers.

Situation in the Region

The area in which the SEKEM
Development Foundation (SDF) is active
includes the rural Egypt surrounding
the original SEKEM farm. It is a par-
ticularly impoverished area comprising
of 13 individual settlements under very
poor living conditions. Usual economic
activities include simple retail stores and
manufacturing shops, and too a very
limited extent small-scale trade. Still,
the unemployment rate has increased
enormously, furthered by the unstable

political situation of the past 3 years. It
currently hovers at around 13%. 25% of
the population in this area lives below
the poverty line. Young people are par-
ticularly affected by this situation. They
do not have many viable job prospects
and frequently have to make do as day
labourers in agriculture or other manual
jobs, e.g. in factories. Youth unemploy-
ment is particularly high at 77%.

As in many developing and emerging
countries, much of the farm work in Egypt
is also still done by hand or employing
animals. On large farms, some mechani-
cal equipment including tractors is com-
mon even today. However, mot of it is
in bad shape failing ofen. It is gener-
ally accepted that the younger genera-
tion will need to acquire the necessary
skills to use more advanced equipment
profitably. Unfortunately, however, there
is a lack of experience in handling such
devices, in particular in the proper use,
maintenance, and the repair of simple,
robust tools. Plus, many traditional and
wasteful practices such as flood irriga-
tion must be replaced by resource-con-
serving methods that protect the soil
and its microbial life, such as sprinklers
or drip irrigation systems. Again, there is
a lack of knowledge and experience in
the care of the filters, pumps and pipe-
lines, needed for the operation of such
instruments.

Vocational Training at SEKEM

The SDF has trained more than 800
apprentices since the establishment of
the Vocational Training Centre in 1997.
Admission is based on completion of
secondary school (9t grade). The final
certificate received by apprentices after
3 years of training is recognized by the
State of Egypt. At the VTC, young peo-
ple from any of the 13 villages that sur-
round SEKEM can learn professions that
are actually required by local markets.

For all of its training schemes, educa-
tional plans and concepts were devel-
oped by VTC staff that make active use
of atight connection between theoretical
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teaching and its reinforcement through
practical exercises. Thanks to its own
factories and plants, learning in SEKEM
is always closely connected to work.
Such three-year training programmes
are offered to apprentices in a num-
ber of subject areas including car-
pentry, mechanical installation, textile
production, electrical installation, office
management, metal processing, and
agricultural technology.

Such practice-oriented education
programmes are by no means com-
mon in Egypt; vocational training is usu-
ally entirely theoretical. Therefore, the
SDF aims to build on successes already
achieved by the Agricultural Engineering
training branch. Today, 8 new appren-
tices can be trained every year. The new
plans call for an expansion to 12. Aside
from providing them with a practice-ori-
ented training, the equipment of a pro-
fessional training workshop shall give
them the necessary tools for an educa-
tion that is close to modern-day require-
ments in agricultural management. The
SDF is also cooperating with the local
farmers’ association that supports
small-holding farmers in the acquisi-
tion and sharing of equipment, and also
assists them in obtaining the necessary
know-how to convert to organic farming.

Agriculture: Only Source of Income
In a region as the one in which

SEKEM is located, employment in
agriculture is often the only source of
income. Significant development can be
achieved by qualitative advancements
in agricultural production furthered
by agro-technologies. Practical agro-
nomic training is therefore an essen-
tial prerequisite for the mechanization
of agriculture. Since 1983, the German
Association for the promotion of Cultural
Development in Egypt e.V. together with
the SDF has been committed to the pro-
vision of such training. Their goal is to
improve the welfare of all Egyptians
through education in order to empower
them to put all of their social, intellectual
and practical skills to good use.

Bijan Kafi with material from the
SEKEM Friends Germany
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Impressions from SEKEM

bio & fair

Pfefferminz
Tee

Wiirzig j’risc-l
aus kontrollier

@ 20 Teebeutel einzeln kuvertiert

ver Krautertee
+ Gkologischem Anbau

received an excellent “very good” rating in the November issue of the German journal “OKO-

TEST”. The tea is one of the seven best of the 23 herbal teas tested. All of the winners were
organic products. Conventional herbal teas, however, scored “poor” or even “unsatisfactory” numer-
ous times, usually due to significantly elevated residue levels.

E xcellent grades for an organic product: the GEPA-made “organic & fair peppermint tea”

Plus, the GEPA mint tea scored “very good” also in the various sub-categories of the general test.
Its main ingredient is produced and harvested by hand by the many GEPA trading partners that coop-
erate with small-holding farmers that grow only organic herbs. They also sort and dry the herbs by
hand. One of these is SEKEM. Its herbs are traditionally grown in the Nile Delta. Bio-dynamic farming,
as practiced by SEKEM, ensures the sustainability of the local ecosystems, improves soil fertility, and
slows desertification. It also creates additional revenue streams. Farmers use the Fairtrade premium
they receive for organising literacy courses, building sanitary installations, and purchasing computer
equipment, among others.
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News in Brief

New , Austria
Scholarships“ Available
to Heliopolis University

One of the students funded by the Austrian fund

ast year, the SEKEM Friends of

Austria and several other national
associations have begun to financially
support studentsin need at the Heliopolis
University. Following an appeal, many
donations have reached the association
and are still being collected. They will
soon allow several students to come to
Graz (Austria) for practice periods within
their study programmes.

The Board of Directors of the associa-
tion would like to thank all its donors for
the pledged support, which will also be
used towards the funding of grants in the
coming year. Among the sponsors is also
the Deputy Mayor of the City of Graz, Dr.
Martina Schrock, who is responsible for
science and women's issues in the city
senate, and who has generously sup-
ported this project aimed specifically at
young Egyptian women. The help of the
many donors supporting the association
have inspired its Board of Directors to
trust that the group will succeed in col-
lecting the total amount of € 7.000,- for
the coming year.

The mayor of the city of Graz, Mag.
Siegfried Nagl, also supports the
Heliopolis University. Through his con-
tribution, two students from Egypt will
be able to complete internships at the
Technical University of Graz.

SEKEM Austria

, More information:

®  http://www.SEKEMoesterreich.at/index.php/
steuerbeguenstigte-spendenmoeglichkeit

Dr. Mouhanad Khorchide
Speaks in Graz on Islam

Dr. Mouhanad Khorchide

o SEKEM and her friends in Austria
Tas well as in other countries, the
furthering of interreligious dialogue
has always been a particular concern.
Therefore, the Board of the Austrian sup-
port association was especially pleased
when it succeeded in bringing the known
scholar of Islamic religious pedagogy,
Dr. Mouhanad Khorchide to the Karl-
Franzens-University Graz (Austria) for
a lecture. The lecture on “Islam Means
Mercy” proved to be extremely popular
and gave rise to long discussions at the
event. The organizers wish to thank the
Training Centre for Human Rights (ETC)
of the Karl-Franzens-University Graz for
making the opening words as well as the
lecture itself available in full as a podcast
including images.

The book “Islam Means Mercy”,
which was published in the German
Herder-Verlag, is already available in its
2nd edition. It is also available for pur-
chase in Graz at the “OASIS” book-
store which supports SEKEM Austria,
among other initiatives, through parts of
their proceeds. Recently, the book has
also been made available as an e-book
in the English language. It is availa-
ble through major e-book outlets. The
Board of SEKEM Austria hopes to be
able to expand working relations with Dr.
Mouhanad Khorchide in the future.

SEKEM Austria

’ More information:
®  http:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=eXgZhXI9obc

Lecture with Dr.
Ibrahim Abouleish Now
Available on DVD

he recording of Dr. Ibrahim

Abouleishs lecture ,Art and
Sustainable Development®, which he
held in Graz on 23 May 2014, is now
available on DVD. The DVD contains the
complete recording of the welcome cer-
emony that SEKEM Austria had organ-
ised jointly with the University of Arts on
the occasion of the tenth anniversary of
SEKEM Austria.

Not only the speech of Dr. lbrahim
Abouleish on the relationship between
art and sustainable development is
included on the DVD. It also contains the
introductory speeches and the complete
music program. In addition, the DVD
contains photos of the event, includ-
ing the ceremony and reception, plus a
20-page illustrated booklet.

The DVD can be ordered by placing a
donation of at least 25 € to the financing
of the scholarship project for the bene-
fit of Heliopolis University (see left col-
umn). More information is available on
the website of SEKEM Austria.

SEKEM Austria

’ More information:

®  http:/www.SEKEMoesterreich.at/index.php/
steuerbeguenstigte-spendenmoeglichkeit
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Masthead:
The editors of SEKEM Insight wish to
thank all contributors to this issue.

Chief Editor:
Bijan Kafi

Contact:
SEKEM-Insight
Gotzkowskystr. 15
10555 Berlin

Germany
bijan.kafi@SEKEM.com
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