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Musical Encounters

Under the leadership of the musi-
cian Hans Erik Deckert a professional 
cello orchestra involving 12 cellists 
visited SEKEM for the second time al-
ready. Two years ago they had first 
performed and their play had made a 
lasting impression. Specifically one 
of the early concerts that involved a 
performance in a Bedouin tent on the 
occasion of the opening of new farm 
grounds on the Sinai peninsula im-
pressed many when it had to be car-
ried out during a sand storm. The wish 
to invite the orchestra again was then 
born and all of SEKEM was glad that it 
could be fulfilled this year. 

This year’s guest visit, too, quickly 
turned into an exceptional and surpris-
ing musical experience for everyone 
involved. The 12 cellists from all over 
the world took part in the festivities 
of SEKEM’s festival week, specifically 
the musical events, and contributed 
through their own work in creating a 
truly intercultural experience. They 
performed at various locations on 
the main farm grounds and under of-
ten unexpected circumstances: under 
the open skies, in the Roman thea-
tre, in the firms as well as on the roof 
the Hator firm and during the opening 
of the actual “SEKEM Festival”. They 
played with children of the SEKEM 
School acting as part of the school’s 
orchestra, and for the youngsters of 

Culture

ing” in an intercultural context such as 
that of SEKEM and its global partners. 

Scientific Cooperation

Prof. Katharina Mommsen, lecturer 
at the American Stanford University, 
visited SEKEM also in March and 
held several speeches on the topic of 

„Goethe and Islam“ for co-workers and 
visitors alike. 

In the framework of the visit of the 
world-renowned expert for Goethe’s 
work on Islam SEKEM’s Eurythmy 
Ensemble again took up the perform-
ance of Goethe’s fairy tale “Of the 
Green Snake and the Beautiful Lilly” 
in the Arabic language. One year af-
ter its initial performance it was thus 
brought to the stage again to great ac-
claim at the Heliopolis Academy. 

SEKEM Peace Voices 2010

2008 saw the foundation of the 
choir project “SEKEM Peace Voices”. 
This choir is composed of all existing 
SEKEM choirs among which feature 
the choirs of the teachers and school 
children, the SEKEM Youth Choir, that 
of the co-workers and that of the 
Heliopolis Academy. This time a guest 
choir from Europe also had the oppor-
tunity to participate in Egypt. 

Musical director Bernhard Sieberer 
succeeded admirably in fusing all 
these different male and female sing-
ers for a few days into one coherent, 
integrated whole. Its participants 
were given the chance to quickly un-
derstand that music, self-performed, 
is independently from any language a 
medium that transcends borders and 
can truly bring together spheres of cul-
tural expression. 

The first performances of the 
„SEKEM Peace Voices“  had been car-
ried out 2009  in cooperation with 
the vocal ensemble „Vocappella“ 
from Innsbruck/Austria. This time 
the Tyrolean Youth Choir with its 30 
members took its place and lead by 
Oliver Felipe joined the SEKEM choirs 
in Egypt. For one week they had the 
chance to rehearse with their Austrian 

the kindergarten. All activities that 
had been arranged by SEKEM’s mu-
sical director Bernhard Sieberer with 
creativity and many surprise effects 
were supported by the musicians with 
great enthusiasm and kindness to-
wards their fellow Egyptian perform-
ers. 

With Mozart’s “Ave Verum” or sev-
eral powerful Argentinian pieces the 
cello orchestra provided especially 
the Egyptian audience with a breath-
taking and highly unusual listening ex-
perience. During these days SEKEM’s 
premises frequently saw the image of 
the group of cellists strolling the farm 
grounds on their way from one per-
formance to the next in one of many 
unconventional locations. Named 
the „Caravan Orchestra“ they visited 
many firms and improvised multiple 
ad-hoc concerts for co-workers at the 
conveyor belts and on the production 
lines. They offered all of SEKEM’s em-
ployees a number of artistically varied 
days at work. 

Hans Erik Deckert also carried 
out a musical seminar on the topic 
of “The community-building forces of 
Music - Musical Processes as Models 
for Human Community in all Fields of 
Work and Life”. Deckert specifically 
worked with participants on a musical 
phenomenology while putting an em-
phasis on the ability of “active listen-

The Cello Orchestra performs at SEKEM‘s Lotus for the local co-workers
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counterparts and perform several 
times in various locations. The choirs 
imitated their colleagues from the or-
chestra and formed a “Choir Caravan” 
to visit the different SEKEM firms. 
Seamstresses and sewers, workers 
and drivers alike were excited and par-
ticipated in the performances, singing 
and clapping to the rhythm. Most ap-
plause was earned for a collection of 
traditional Arab songs performed with 
the SEKEM children’s choir.

The week turned into a memorable 
experience for all singers. While for 
the Egyptian performers the artistic 
expression with a foreign choir high-
lighted specifically the cultural differ-
ences between the groups and those 
abilities they had in common the 
European visitors put the musical ex-
perience first. Everyone profited from 
the opportunity to sing in a large, de-
manding, and experienced choir. 

Cooperation among School Theatres

The musical exchanges were com-
plemented by a cooperation of two 
theatre groups with pupils and former 
students from the Rudolf Steiner 
Schools of Schönau in Austria and 
Hamburg-Nienstetten in Germany, 
pupils and teachers from the SEKEM 
School as well as co-workers from 
SEKEM formed an intercultural en-
semble of 50 persons under the lead-

Culture

Culture and Economy Hand in Hand

The goal of bringing together cul-
tures not only in dialogue but in col-
laborative work has always formed 
an integral part of SEKEM’s devel-
opmental vision - both from an eco-
nomic and a cultural standpoint. It is 
a signatory feature of the initiative to 
continuously further these encoun-
ters specifically through small artis-
tic projects. Since everyone working 
within the initiative’s firms and social 
institutions naturally participates in 
an encounter at the seams of cultures 
and faiths. This allows for experiences 
that in their intensity and diversity are 
usually rare. The arts can act as an in-
ternational language furthering toler-
ance and creating a space specifically 
for young people that opens new per-
spectives on the world: „The trip was 
more than a success. I learned a lot, 
specifically that each day that we not 
use to learn something new is essen-
tially a wasted day“ a teacher summa-
rizes the experience.

SEKEM thanks A. Luetkenhorst 
of the Children’s Camp Schönau, 
Hermann Becke and the Austrian 
support organisation as well as Mrs. 
Hansen, the Swiss and the Dutch sup-
port associations for their financial 
and practical support.

Stephanie Langers, Martina Dinkel

ership of Friederike Hansen, Uwe 
Hansen, Roberto Pellacini and Karin 
von Hardenberg. They brought to the 
stage „Orpheus and Eurydike“, an 
opera by Willibald Gluck, and per-
formed at the SEKEM School and the 
Heliopolis Academy. 

Though with 1,5 hours the event 
was of considerable length and the 
German language posed a challenge 
to many of the Egyptian audience the 
young performers’ play found many 
admirers. The music sung and played 
by youth of high-school grade levels, 
the colourful costumes, and the en-
ergetic, fiery dances fascinated the 
Egyptian visitors watching with an-
ticipation. Specifically the partici-
pation of the Egyptian singers in the 
European group met with admiration 
from pupils and SEKEM’s co-workers. 

Initially the play was rehearsed 
only in Egypt. Five male and female 
Egyptian pupils and their teachers 
then had the opportunity due to a 
grant from the Austrian support asso-
ciation to visit Austria and participate 
in the local performances. „We per-
ceived an entirely different kind of mu-
sic than we are used to in Egypt” one 
student exclaimed. „Even though the 
singers could not talk with each other 
they quickly realised that through 
song they had found a common lan-
guage. They sang with one single 
voice” said one of the teachers.

Eurythmy play by male and female pupils of the SEKEM School in the initiative‘s Roman theatre
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“ Intercultural competence – a re-
gional and global challenge” was 

the motto of this year’s annual mem-
bers’ convention of the German SEKEM 
support association which had invited 
the public to an open day at the Recital 
Hall Stuttgart on 17 April. 

The German friends of SEKEM aimed 
to create an enlarged public space for 
to enable a dialogue in partnership 
with many other related initiatives. 
Thus an open plenary had been sched-
uled to take place after the members’ 
convention. Its goal was the pres-
entation of various developmental 
initiatives that aim at improving inter-
cultural relations and mutual under-
standing.

Jürgen Schweiß-Ertl, managing di-
rector of the Mahle Foundation, a 
German funder, presented the inter-
cultural educational project IBIS. Dr. 
Bruno Sandkühler introduced visi-

tors to the Pedagogical Emergency 

Assistance, an aid project for trauma-

tised children in international crisis re-

gions, a project created by the “Friends 

of the Pedagogy of Rudolf Steiner”. 

Klaus-Peter Murawski, Mayor of the 

City of Stuttgart, familiarised partici-

pants with the “Alliance for Integration” 

and its guiding principles that the city 

of Stuttgart uses to carry out its lo-

cal integration policies. He underlined 

that a paradigm change had already 

been carried out years before: had mi-

gration politics been initially enacted 

with the goal to administer the stay of 

foreign citizens as guests in Germany 

Stuttgart today pro-actively carries 

out projects to integrate citizens with 

a foreign background into the commu-

nity of Germany. 

SEKEM-Day in Stuttgart Attracts Crowds at New Venue

Partner organisations participate in open day for the first time and draw more 
than 200 participants to the public plenary to Baden-Wuerttemberg’s capital.

Culture

You can visit SEKEM at:  
www.SEKEM-reisen.de 

Dr. Abouleish reminded partici-
pants that diversity is a foundational 
principle within the SEKEM initiative 
and that there is no specialisation on 
the expense of diversity. To the sur-
prise of economic experts they find 
SEKEM’s firms to be financially prof-
itable even though they are not as 
specialised as other companies. Dr. 
Abouleish referred to the “miracle of 
SEKEM” with reference to nature that 
also progresses through an integra-
tion of the diversity of the species.

The report on the current state of 
the development of the Heliopolis 
University formed an important part 
in the event. The new institution shall 
encourage self-reliant thinking and 
enshrine sustainability as the guid-
ing principle of all teaching and prac-
tical work. To do so the organisational 
team is looking forward to forging 
manifold international cooperations 
with higher education institutions in 
various countries. Cooperation agree-
ments have already been signed with 
several German institutions. The ar-
chitect Winfried Reindl then presented 
the construction plans and overall de-
sign of the buildings. Visitors could 
also purchase “a building block” in 
the form of an Egyptian scarabaeus at 
the event.

Participants furthermore had the 
opportunity to familiarize themselves 
with the work of other initiatives such 
as Yalla e.V. (circle of Egyptian friends), 
KuKuK Culture and Arts and IBIS.

The organisers thank the city of 
Stuttgart and its Supreme Mayor Dr. 
Schuster under the auspices of whom 
the event could be held. The city of 
Stuttgart and the Mahle Foundation 
had financially supported the event.

Christina Boecker

Prof. Helge Löbler (Uni Leipzig) moderates the plenary with Dr. Bruno Sandkühler, Jürgen Schweiß-Ertl 
(Mahle Foundation), Klaus-Peter Murawski (Mayor of the City of Stuttgart) and Dr. Ibrahim Abouleish.
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I n cooperation with experts from 
Austria SEKEM has recently founded 

the SEKEM Energy GmbH. The new 
venture with its headquarters in 
Austria’s Steiermark has as its goal to 
provide affordable and environmen-
tally friendly energy supply solutions 
relying on regional renewable sources.

The product portfolio currently in-
cludes consulting services, the cre-
ation of concepts and planning for 
projects supplying sustainable en-
ergy solutions incorporating precise 
resource assessments, needs anal-
ysis, and energy saving potential in 
a given region. SEKEM Energy sup-
ports projects through all phases of 
development until the implementation 
stage. 

Through the foundation SEKEM and 
its partner react to the growing de-
mand of regions, communities, and 
businesses for affordable ecological 
energy alternatives to fossil fuels in 
times of an ever growing demand on 
energy.  

Through its business philosophy of 
sustainability and comprehensive de-
velopment SEKEM Energy would like to 
contribute to reaching the most press-
ing energy supply targets of the near 

future: reduction of costs, energy sav-
ings, optimised resource utilisation, 
pro-active contributions to prevent-
ing climate change and protecting the 
environment, greatest possible sup-
ply security, improvement of regional 
value generation. SEKEM Energy has 
several services in stock for help-
ing stakeholders reach these targets. 
Aside from the creation of concepts for 
the management of resources and the 
development of comprehensive en-
ergy supply solutions SEKEM Energy 
also focuses on connecting clients to 
potential financing partners of alter-
native energy projects.

Research and Development

Research and development, too, is 
a core aspect of SEKEM Energy’s work 
portfolio. Through R&D the venture 
aims to directly contribute to finding 
solutions to pressing practical prob-
lems and thus encourage innovation 
and the development of applicable 
tools and instruments. Presently a re-
search project financed by third par-
ties is developing digital instruments 
for assessing and using potentials 
for renewable energy usage in the 
Steiermark. 

Austrian and Egyptian Know-How for 
Sustainable Energy Solutions

SEKEM Launches SEKEM Energy in cooperation with Austrian energy specialists and supports 
the sustainable supply of energy in to regions, communities, and private businesses.

Economy

More information:
http://www.SEKEMenergy.com!

SEKEM Energy combines the know-
how and experience of two renowned 
and long-standing initiatives  in the 
field of renewable energies: the 
Society Eco-Cluster of the Steiermark 
with its network of experts and the 
Egyptian SEKEM initiative with its 
demonstrated success in successfully 
combining sustainable development 
with commercial profitability. 

Bakk. Birgit Birnstingl-Gottinger 
and Eng. Leo Riebenbauer have been 
appointed managing directors. Dr. 
Ibrahim Abouleish is consulting the 
firm in the scientific consultancy coun-
cil.

Shenja Paar

SEKEM Energy GmbH - Facts

Location: Steinberg 132, A-8151 Hitzendorf

Directors: Bakk. Birgit Birnstingl-Gottinger, Ing. Leo 
Riebenbauer

Portfolio: Consultancy, creation of concepts, 
planning until implementation of projects 
to implement sustainable energy solutions, 
assessment of resources and constraints, regional 
requirements and savings assessments, monitoring 
of the entire development process and contribution 
to its implementation.

The foundation session with the participation of SEKEM Energy staff and guests: Elfriede Werner, Evelyn Schweinzger, Horst Strießnig, Ing. Leo Riebenbauer, 
Bakk. Birgit Birnstingl-Gottinger, Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Abouleish, Prof. Dr. Michael Narodoslawsky, Soraya Abouleish, Dr. Reinhard Schanda



SEKEM Insight  |  April 2010  |  Page 6

Impressions from SEKEM

The parents of the children of the SEKEM School’s choir had recently been invited to a small, private concert into the 
sunlit open atrium of the SEKEM Medical Centre. They had come to listen to the performance of their youngsters and to 
witness firsthand the joy and pleasure the musical experience gave to the young male and female singers and several 
of the school’s classes. The choir was joined by several musicians who contributed with their musical instruments. The 
school children were eagerly supported by the choir of the teachers, that of the headquarter’s employees, and the choir 
of the SEKEM employees in general. The parents followed the pieces their children performed with the greatest interest 
witnessing how they enjoyed the attention that was extended to them during the evening. 

The high point of the event was the conveyance of new signatory scarfs to all performers from the hands of Gudrun 
and Sarah Abouleish. The red garments had been sponsored by SEKEM’s firm Naturtex. From now on all members of the 
choirs will appear in public wearing the same red piece of cloth to improve their uniform look. The parents even joined 
their children during the singing of the last part of the performance, of the traditional Arab songs.

Impressions
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Herbert Girardet, programme di-
rector of the World Future Council, a 
non-profit organisation in the work 
of which Dr. Ibrahim Abouleish par-
ticipates in a consultative function, 
has recently held two speeches at the 
BioVision conference in Alexandria in 
the framework of plenary sessions. 
Girardet spoke on the effects of cli-
mate change on coastal regions and 
their cities and elaborated on the 
question why climate change has to 
be seen as a global problem and herit-
age. Several Nobel Prize winners such 
as Peter Agre (chemistry, 2003) and 
Eric Maskin (economics, 2007) spoke 
at the launch of the event that also fea-
tures sessions on environmental pro-
tection, health, and agriculture. 

Almost 2.000 visitors participated 
in the event. Six Nobel Prize win-
ners had announced their coming. 
Herbert Girardet also presented the 
latest work plans of the World Future 
Council’s thematic expert groups on 
the topics of „Regenerative Cities“ 
and „Bio-Sequestraion of CO2“. Both 
topics feature prominently among 
the issues the World Future Council 
is presently most concerned with. 
Girardet‘s speeches also drew upon 
research results taken from the WFC’s 
latest book: “A Renewable World – 
Energy, Ecology, Equality’.

The World Future Council brings the 
interests of future generations to the 
centre of policy making. Its up to 50 
eminent members from around the 
globe have already successfully pro-
moted change. The Council addresses 
challenges to our common future and 
provides decision-makers with ef-
fective policy solutions. In-depth re-
search underpins advocacy work for 
international agreements, regional 
policy frameworks and national law-
making and thus produces practical 
and tangible results.

BioVision Conference 
in Alexandria

Dutch SEKEM Support Group 
Holds Annual Convention

The Dutch support organisation for 
the SEKEM initiative has announced 
its annual members’ convention and 
also invites participants from the gen-
eral public. The event will be held 29 
May 2010 and shall give visitors an op-
portunity to familiarise themselves 
with the Egyptian and international 
projects and future plans of SEKEM.

Dr. Ibrahim Abouleish will speak 
on the topic of sustainable develop-
ment and Islam in Egypt. He will also 
present and explain the plans for the 
upcoming Heliopolis Unversity that is 
to open its doors in autumn 2011 in 
Ismailia. The „Saffier Kwartet“ and 
Karim Eharruyen playing the Oud, a 
traditional Arab musical instrument, 
will accompany the event.

The event will be held 29 May 
2010 at 19.30 at the Congrescentrum 
Antropia, Hoofdstraat 8, in Driebergen 
statt. Ticket price is 10 Euros. 

News in Brief

More information:
http://www.worldfuturecouncil.org!

At the beginning of 2010 the SEKEM 
initiative has established a new com-
mercial venture, the “Predators 
Production Company”, a joint ven-
ture with the Danish companies EWH 
Bioproduction and Envision.

In the coming months the local 
team of ten employees will begin pro-
duction of beneficial microorganisms 
which are used in organic agriculture 
to fight many different types of pests 
that typically attack crops in green-
house  cultivation such as cucumbers, 
bell peppers and tomatoes.

Rasha el Moriegy is the project co-
ordinator and leads the team that 
has already started with multi-
ple trials in 2009 on the grounds of 
SEKEM’s Adleya farm where many of 
SEKEM’s greenhouses and permac-
rop cultivation sites are situated. Thus 

“Predators’” staff already boasts sig-
nificant experience from in techno-
logical application and its know-how 
is complemented by that of the two 
Danish partners. Both have been com-
mercially active in the business sector 
for several years but were now looking 
out for a strong local partner in Egypt.

The new partnership and applied 
knowledge will now be used to be-
gin mass-production of initially the 
following beneficial microorgan-
isms: Chrysoperla (to control aphids), 
Orius  (to control trips), Trichogramma 
(to control egg parasites), and 
Phytoseiulus Persimilis  (to control 
spider mites).

Additional microorganisms might 
be selected for large scale produc-
tion in the months to come after exten-
sive studies of the predominate types 
of pests on Egyptian arable land have 
been carried out. 

The microorganisms are being used 
on SEKEM’s own fields but are also 
sold on general agricultural markets 
as an efficient alternative to regular 
pesticides or other artificial chemical 
products harmful to plants or humans.

Mass-Produced Micro-
Organisms in Agriculture

More information:
Phone: 070 306 2640  
info@SEKEMvrienden.nl
!
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